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the word Vanik was derived from the Rgvedic word Pant
or the Sanskrit word Panika, goes without saying. The
latter word is still traceable in the Sanskrit words panya,
(merchandise), and dpana or bipani meaning the place where
articles of trade are sold. Originally, panya must have meant
those articles only, in which the Paais principally traded ;'
but afterwards it came to mean any article of trade.
If the upheaval of the Rajputana Sea was due to the
great seismic disturbance that caused the dismemberment of
the Indo-Oceanic Continent, separating and isolating its rem-
nants from one another, the present configuration of the
coasts of Southern India must be dated to that time. The
Paais, in their search of a sea-coast for establishing a new
colony, would, therefore, naturally first select the coasts of
modern Gujarat for this purpose. And very probably they
did settle there for sometime. But as they combined In
themselves the functions of both traders and ship-builders,
and as Gujarat was probably poor in timber, they must have
moved along the western coasts of the Deccan Peninsula In
search of a suitable land that would, in the first place, supply
them with suitable timber for ship-building, in the second,
afford their ships a safe harbour, and in the third, give them
sufficient scope for trade and expansion. The Barrow strip
of land between the mountain range, known as the Western
Ghats, and the sea, did not answer and satisfy all their
requirments. It is true that Southern India is rich in Indian
teak which grows in abundance and affords excellent material
for ship-building; but, in many places, the mountains rise,
as it were, from the very bosom of the sea whose breakers
dash up against their sides in fury, and make safe navigation
impossible along the coasts. The Partis must, therefore,
have moved furthur south till they cara'e to the Malabar coast
which was not only rich in timber ,* but also afforded safe
* *' This particular tree (the Indian teak) is to be located with more thaw
ordinary accuracy: It grows in Southern India (Dekhan) where it advances
close to the .Malabar coast, and nowhere else; there is none north of the
Vindhya," Rigozin's Vedut India, p, 205.